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ee Brethren, 


Hints as from Time to Time 


ſuch Matters among you,, as are the pro- 


| : per Subject of my Inſpection. _ I have 
Obſerved to you on other Occaſions, that 


our great Danger at preſent threatens from 


the Quarter of Infidelity; and that our 


Vigilance ought N to be em- 


ployed | 


III is my Deſire to make ables 
6, Meetings of ſome Uſe, as well 
by ſuggeſting to you ſuch 


ee ſhall appear ſeaſonable, in re- 
Fes to the Diſcharge of your Mini- 
ſterial Functions; as by enquiring, into 
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lands in g 2 Motions 1 the 


Enemies of our common Faith; dete- | 
ing their Artifices, and ſtopping (if it 
may be) the Progreſs of ſuch Opinions, 
as are either directly ſubverſive of the 


Truth of the Goſpel, or border nearly 


upon it. Since my laſt Viſitation there 
hath appeared 4 Book, upon which I 


think it proper to give you ſome Caution; 


and ſo much the rather, as having had 


its Birth within this Dioceſe, it may be 
ſuppoſed to have been diſperſed i into ma⸗- 


ny Hands in theſe neighbouring Parts. 


The Author calls it, The true Goſpel of 


Teſus Chriſt aſſerted; in which, under 
Pretence of explaining Chriſtianity, he 


hath left it neither Ground to ſtand up- 


on, nor any one Doctrine, which may 


diſtinguiſh the Revelation of Jeſus Cbriſt. | 


from the Teaching of a mere * 
Philoſopher. Heat 

He: begins with telling us, That 0 the 
& great End of our Lord eſis Chriſt, as 
« to his coming into the World, — Was 
ce to. { fave Mens Souls: A Point in 


whicr we are all agreed. If you aſk 


0 E. "It i is, by recommending to our 
cc * moſt forionle Conſideration certain do- 
« Erinal Propoſitions founded upon the 
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ofition of a Deity; which. Do- 
ce ctrines (he ſays) becauſe of their great 


cc Importance to Mankind, and their be- 
e ing very little attended to, are called 


« the good News, or the Goſpel, $7 coor 


The Doctrines are thus explained by 
himſelf; 5 Firſt, He (Chriſt) requires 


«and. recommends the conforming our 


6 Minds and Lives to that eternal and 
«-unalterable Rule of Action, which is 


founded in the Reaſon of Things — 


< and, this he lays down as the only 
«© Ground of divine Acceptance, and as 


< that which will entitle Men to the Fa- 


« your of God, and the Happineſs of a- 


s nother World. Secondly; If Men have 


« lived in a Violation of this Law — 


ww then Chriſt requires and | recommends 


“ Repentance and Reformation of their 


cc evil Ways, as the only and the ſure 


« Ground of Mercy and Forgiveneſs. 
e Thirdly, In order to make thoſe Truths 
*© have the greater - Impreſſion on the 


Minds and Lives of Men, he declares 


e and aſſures them that God hath ap- 
** pointed a Day in which he will judge 


« the World in Righteouſneſs; and that 


* he will then either acquit or condemn, 


* Four or Wen Ny according as 


+P.17. 


Fly «« , ey 


'T 4 A. 
they 
& Minds and Lives to that Rule of Righ- 
c teouſneſs before mentioned; and ac- 


* cording as they have or have not fe- 


nted and amended their evil Ways. 


5 This (he tells us) is the TRUE GOSPEL 


« of Feſus Cbriſt; and this is the Way 
, and Method which Chrift 


% order to ſave Mens Souls *. 


Tou will obſerve no doubt, that in 
this whole Account, there is not one Word 


about any Ar TONEMENT or PROP1- 
TIATION made by Jeſus Chrift for the 


Sins of the World; and as you go on you 


will find him ſetting himſelf profeſſedly 


to explode this Doctrine as not taught by 
Cbriſt, nor to be admitted as any Part 
of his Goſpel +. What is ſtill more re- 


markable is, De Thats it does not appear that 


Faith in 


| feſus Chrift, as a Prophet ſent 
of God, 


is at all neceſſary to the Salva- 


tion of thoſe to whom the Goſpel is made 


known; or that this Article is any Part 
of :Chri/?'s Goſpel. He ſays indeed, that 


* to believe in $60 to ſubmit to be go- 
e verned by the Laws of Chrift is what, 


« and what alone conſtitutes a Cbri⸗ 
gy e * "Tt 


e | 10 


8. + See p. 56, 115, 10 2 85 & paſſin. 
Reader 


. or have not conformed their 


has taken ih | 


* . an unattentive 
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Reader- | might be led to think, that in 


this Writer's Account the Doctrine ok 


Chriſt's divine Miſſion, is a Part of his 
Goſpel; for he who believes Chriſt's Go- 
ſpel, he and he only is a Chriſtian. But 
pray obſerve; he does not ſay, that to 
believe IN EnRIST, and to ſubmit to 
be governed by the Laws of Christ, is 
what, and what alone conſtitutes a Chri- 
ſtianz but to believe in, and ſubmit to be 
erned by, Tue Laws of Chriſt, i. e. to 
lieve in the Laws of Chriſt, and to 
ſubmit to be governed by thoſe Laws ſo 
believed in; which harſh Expreſſion was 
not made uſe of for nothing, but with 
Deſign (as I apprehend) to avoid ſaying, 
that Faith in Cbriſt is eſſential to the 
Character of a Chriſtian. The Paſſage 
agrees in Senſe with what he ſays elſe- 
N. when he tells us, that Chriſt * re- 
% quires and recommends the conform- 
* ing our MIN DSAN D Lives to the 
eternal Rule, Cc. The Law (i. s. the 
Natural Law) muſt be in our Minds and 
in our Lives both. This is all he in- 
tends. If you would have any thing 
yet plainer, take the following Paſſages. 
To believe in Chrift is the ſame Thing 
e as to believe the Goſpel — and both im- 
e ply. ſuch a ſerious and well grounded 
T 5 of ht Truths, as becomes 


| cc Aa Prins 


a Principle of Action in 1 Believer ||,” 
This is given us for the original Notion 
of Faith as Chriſt left it. But the Notion; 
be complains, is now altered; Alas! 
(gays he) to believe the Goſpel N OW; 
< is only to aſſent to thoſe particular Pro- 
33 viz, that Chriſt's Perſon and 
« his Miſſion are divine — and not. ſuch 
a well grounded Perſuaſion, and ſuch 
« a ſerious Regard: to the Truths before 
_ « mentioned (which are the Contents of, 
*< the Goſpel) as become a Principle f 
10 Action in the Believer *,” Here, 1, The 
Divinity of Chriſt's Miſſion i is ranked 
with the Divinity of his Perſon, which 
he elſewhere excludes + from being any 
Part of his Goſpel. 2. Both the one and 
the other ſtand in Oppoſition to a well⸗ 
grounded Perſuaſion, and a ſerious Re- 
gard to thoſe moral Truths, which he 
expreſsly contends are the true Goſpel, 
and the whole of it. Had (ſays he) 
«* Men now a well-grannded Perſuaſion; 
< and did they pay a ſerious Regard to 
<« the following Truths, which contain 
cc the true Goſpel of 7 . Chriſt, vix. 
_ « that nothing but a Conformity of Mind 
% and Life to that Rule of Action which 
« is founded in the anden, of T we. 
LOX 46. *P. 46, 47. t r. 106. 
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( can poſlibly render them pleaſing and 
(acceptable to God; that nothing but 


ce Repentance and Reformation of their 7 


«evil Ways can poſſibly recommend vi- 


ce Cious wicked Men to the divine Mercy; 
« and that God will moſt certainly call 


« us all to account for our preſent Be- 
cc haviour — this would work Wonders 
cc now as well as heretofore, Sc.“ If 
this be the Goſpel, and the whole of it, 
(which is his conſtant Doctrine) it is clear 
that the Belief of Chriſt's divine Miſſion 
can be no Part of the Goſpel. The ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of which is, that 
| fince the Goſpel is the Inſtrument of Sal- 


vation, whoever ſo receives the natural 


Law as to make it a Principle of Action, 


(as the Author's Phraſe is) is in a State of 
Salvation, whatever he believes concern- 


ing the divine Miſſion of Chriſt. (a) 


e597 yo.” - | 


(a) This is confirmed by what he ſays, True Goſpel vin- 


dicated, p. g. It is not our believing the Divinity of 


*© Chrift, nor yet believing the divinity of his Meflage, 


* which will render us the proper Objects of the divine 
* Mercy and Complacency ; and therefore ſuch a Belief is 


I not the Ground of either: But it is the Effe which 
FE ſuch a Belief has upon the Minds and Lives of Men, 


which makes them the proper Objects of both, and 


which therefore is the only Ground of both.” The 
Effect he here ſpeaks of is preſently explained by: © ceaſing 
to do evil and learning to do well; putting away the 


<< Evil of our Doings, and bringing forth the Fruits of 
* newneſs of Life; by which he means that fort of 


moral Righteouſneſs only which is attainable by mere 
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Miſſion; for he hath left nothing 
to the | Salvation of Men to depend | upon 


that Chriſt did not deliver any new 


and preſs their Obedience to that Law 


Ground of the divine Mercy, it will follow, that every 
moral Man is in a State of Salvation, whether he be under 
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Nor is there indeed in this Author? 


oy he 


Scheme any thing which infers the Ne- 


ceſſity of the Belief of Chriſt's divine 
eſſential 


Chrift's divine Authority. As to the Lau, 


he tells you it is © founded in the Reaſo:r 
« of Things” —< exactly conformable to 


« our natural Notions, and when confi- 


e dered alone,” (i. e. ſeparate from any 


Authority commanding it) © worthy of all 
« Acceptation +.” - Elſewhere he ſays, 


« Body of Laws, or Rule of Action, to 
« Mankind, but did recommend to Men, 


cc of Reaſon which they were antecedently 
natural Light. I fay then that if this Effed is the ONLY 


the Influence of Faith in Chriſt or not. And ſo the Au- 
thor expreſsly aſſerts, p. 11. A good Man will be equally - 


valuable in himſelf and acceptable to God, whether of 


< Faith be introductive to his Goodneſs or not.” Again, 
p. 14. Man, by his Sin and Wickedneſs, has expoſed. 
<* himſelf to God's Diſpleaſure, and Chriſt is ſent to ap- 


% far hearkens to this Meſſage, as to repent and amend, 
ac he will be ſaved, whether he is ſatisfied of the Divinity 
< of his Meſſage, or not.“ Should he repent upon tze 
preaching of a Socrates or a Plato, it would be juſt as 
good. The Miſtake of all this will be ſhewn hereafter. 


See Note (4). 


2. FO 
2 « obliged 


4 « 
8 by 


< prize him of his Danger, and to ſhew him the only and = 
8 8 * . 2 e : 5 

ac the certain Way of eſcaping from it, viz. by Repent-. 
s ance and Reformation of his evil Ways. Now if he ſo 


2 


"tax 


- i lig 4 to e their Behaviour oh 4 "4 
And A he allows that Chriſt, in 
Conformity to the Uſages and Cuſtoms 
te of the World, and the F ondneſs there 
« is in the generality of Men to external 
e Obſervances, did appoint the two Sa- 

craments, which he confeſſeth, © when 
ee rightly uſed, are ſubſervient to the Go= 
5 7 cc ſpel of Chr iſt - Yet it 18 tO be ob- 
ſerved, that he lays no ſuch Streſs upon 
7 theſe Matters, as to make them any Part 
of the true Goſpel; that Inſtrument 
which is neceſſary, and which only is ne- 
ceffary to the Salvation of. Men. For if 
you aſk him what is © a Chriſtian's Se- 

# . < curity in the Day of his Tryal,” 7; e. 

Fat the Day of Judgment; he will tell 
Fou, It is not a conſtant Attendance on, 
3X < nor a warm Zeal for Ceremonies, and 
external Obſervances — but it is to have 
* 4 85 his Mind poſſeſſed with thoſe virtuous 

js, palities, and his Life adorned with 
ce thoſe worthy and virtuous [i. e. moral] 

ce Actions — which ALoN E can afford a 
te juſt Ground of Hope and Comfort to 

« him, becauſe it is theſe AL o NE that 
ce can render him a worthy and proper 

« Object of divine Regard ||” And a 
ley "after, ſpeaking of the Man who 


* p. 20, 21. P. 70, 74. 1 P. 24. 
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came to Fe and aſked, What — 


Thing ſhall I do, that I may have n. 
Life? he ſays, Chrif « did not ſend the 


Man back to any Law of Ceremonies, 
c or poſitive Inſtitutions, which had be- 


e fore been given to the Fews; neither 
« did he point out to the Man any ſuch 
« Law, or Body of Laws, which he in- 


L tended to lay upon Chriſtians, and de- 
* clare it to be the Condition of God's 
« Favour; but, on the contrary, he re- 
« ferred him to that ſummary Account 


« of Man's Duty, called the Ten Com- 


„ mandments; be which (fays ne) Chriſt 
« means the moral Law, or that Rule of 
_« Action which is founded in the Reaſon 
« of Things, — adding, that who- 
ever makes this Law the Meaſure of his 


« Actions, ſhall have everlaſting Life *. 


From all which it is moſt evident, that 


notwithſtanding this Author (conſtrained 
by the Force of Truth) hath admitted 
that Chriſt hath appointed poſitive Inſti- 


tutions, as, upon ſome Accounts, ꝝſeful 


to carry on the Purpoſes of the Goſpel ; 


yet the Obſervance of theſe Inſtitutions 


is not to be conſidered as neceſſary to the 
Salvation of a Chriſtian, who, if he makes 


the moral Law the Meaſure of his Actions, 
ws p. 27, 28. ; | 
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s intituled to Salvation, whether he re- 


gards thoſe poſitive Inſtitutions or not. () 
What this Author affirms concerning 


: the Law or Rule of Action, he alſo main- 


tains concerning Matters of Faith. It 
« js not (ſays he) profeſſing Chriſt, — it 


ce js not an orthodox Faith, nor ſubſcrib- 


ce ing Creeds, nor aſſenting to (if ſuch a 
« Thing could be) Myſteries and unin- 


3 telligible Propoſitions,“ — but — mo- 
ral Righteouſneſs, as you have before heard. 


The entire Creed of this new Goſpel lyes 
in one ſingle Point, the Belief of a fu- 


ture Judgment; and this, he ſays, has no 
Dependance upon Chriſt's Authority. He 
tells us ſometimes of CHRISTH's being ap- 
pointed to judge the World +; and if 


this were an eſſential Part of his true 


Goſpel, the Authority of Chriſt would be 


neceſſary to eſtabliſh it. But there is no 


ſuch Matter; for whenever he comes di- 


ſtinctly to ſettle the Notion of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and to ſhew what the true Goſpel is, 


(6) This is exprefily allowed by our Author, True Go. 
ſpel vindicated, p.18. © As to the two Sacraments, viz. 


_5* Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, theſe (as I have ſnewn 


* in my Book, intitled, The true Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt 4 
* ſerted ) were inſtituted for the Furtherance of the Goſpel, 
* that is, that they might be ſubſer vient to render the Go- 


1 mM ſpel of Chrift effectual in anſwering the Purpoſes. for 


* which it was intended. But then I think, ſtrictly 
E ſpeaking, they are not Parts of that Goſpel.” 
. 86. | -T . a | : 
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he — omits the Circumſtance 
of CHRIS 's judging, and leaves it upon 
a general Foot that G op will judge the 


World, or that there ſhall be a future 


Judgment. How does he prove this? 


Why look, and you will find he reſts the 


whole upon moral Proofs *, and tells you 
in expreſs Terms, that“ were we to ad- 
t mit — that there is no Reaſon reſulting 
« from the Nature of Things for a fu- 
te ture Judgment — we could not be cer- 


« tain that there ever would be ſuch a 


« Thing, even though God had declared 
te that he would judge the World.” This 
extraordinary Arten i is ſupported by a 
Reaſon as extraordinary — * Becauſe, if 


God may be ſuppoſed to act without or ; 


« againſt Reaſon in one Inſtance (which 
te would be the preſent Caſe) then he may 


c do it in a thouſand Inſtances; if he 
te without or againſt Reaſon declared that 


e he would judge the World, then he 


« might without or againſt Reaſon refuſe 


« to abide by ſuch a Declaration; and 
« conſequently, the divine Declaration, 
« upon the preſent Suppoſition, would 
5 not afford ſuch a Ground of Credit, as 
te ought abſolutely to be relied upon; and 
te therefore Certainty could not reſult 


7 See Sect. 17. 85 - 
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tc from it ͤ. Here the Spirit of Infide- 
| lity breaks forth from its Diſguiſe, and 
ſhews itſelf in its proper Colours. What- 
ever is not of itſelf apparent to natural 
Light is (in this Author's Account) either 
without or againſt Reaſon; and of ſuch 
Things as are either without or againſt 
| Reaſon, Revelation is an incompetent 
Evidence. This is the Strength of the 
Author's Reaſoning, which evidently ſets 
aſide the divine Miſſion of Chri/?, as un- 
capable of Proof; for antecedently to any 
Declaration from God, no Man can pre- 
tend to fay that there is any Reaſon re- 
- ſulting from the nature of Things to ſhew 
that Chriſt was ſent of him. „ 
To conclude, Whoever ſuppoſes it ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation to receive Chriſt as a 
Prophet ſent of God, muſt ſuppoſe it ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation to believe thoſe Hiſto- 
rical Parts of the New Teſtament which 
give an Account of the Miracles wrought 
by him; for theſe are the proper Evidence 
of his Miſſion, without which he cannot 
be received as a Prophet. Whether this 
be our Author's Caſe, the following Paſ- 
ſages will fully ſnew. He ſays, that “ ac- 
ec cording to the Account given in Hiſto- 
it ry, Cbriſt wrought a long Train of Mi- 
5 P. 190. 8 
- « racles" 


'« racles That the End of this was to 


c Preaching and Miniſtry; by which 


« ſent Purpoſe J. — How come theſe 


His _—_ Purpoſe is to ſet forth the 


[14] 


1 


te ſet forward the Salvation of Mankind, 
« by alarming the People, and calling in 
« their moſt ſerious Attention to what 
& Chriſt had to offer to them, and by 
« ſtamping a divine Character upon his 


« Means his Doctrine was likely to have 
te the greater Influence, and make a more * 
«laſting Impreſſion upon the Minds and 
« Lives of Men *,” Well; does he be- n= 
lieve this Account, or is it neceſſary that 
it ſhould be believed to qualify a Man for 
the Salvation of a Chriſtian? He ſhall 
ſpeak for himſelf. «© I do not hereby 
1 * myſelf with the Proof of thoſe 

« Facts, neither do I enter into thoſe 

© Queſtions, v/2z, Whether thoſe Facts 
« were a ſtrict and proper Proof of the 

« Divinity of Chriſt's Miſſion, or whe- 
« ther, when all Things are taken into 
« the Caſe, they carry with them the 
et higher degree of Probability that they 
« were wrought by the Power of God, 


t rather than by the Agency of any other 


« Being; theſe are Points beſide my pre- 


Points to be Beide bis preſent Purpoſe? 


* P. 51, 52. TP. e, $3. 
true 


LL” TIN]. _ 
true Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, and to ſhew 
what is neceſſary to the Salvation of a 


| Chriſtian. Theſe Points therefore could 


not poſſibly be beſide his Purpoſe, other- 
wiſe than upon Suppoſition that the Que- 
ſtion of Chri/?'s divine Miſſion was be- 


lde his Purpoſe, that is, hath nothing to 


do with his true Goſpel, or the neceſſary 


| Means of Man's Salvation. And that this 
is the Author's Sentiment is clear from 


hence, that all the hiſtorical Facts which 
ſapport the divine Miſſion of Chriſt are 


by him expreſsly declared to be 20 Parts 
of the Goſpel. < The Goſpel of Feſus 
= *<« Chriſt (ſays he) is not an hiſtorical Ac- 
c count of Matters of Fact. Chriſt ſuf- 


e fered, died, roſe from the Dead, aſ- 
« cended into Heaven, Sc. 'Theſe are 
te hiſtorical Facts, the Credibility of which 
ce ariſes from the Strength of thoſe Evi- 
« dences, which are or can be offered in 
ce their Favour: But then thoſe Facts are 
e not the Goſpel, neither in whole, nor 


in Part — Thus again, Chriſt turned 


« Water into Wine, gave Sight to the 
te Blind, Feet to the Lame, Life to the 


e Dead, c. Theſe are Facts which 


« though they were proper to awaken 
« the Attention of his Hearers, and to 


give Weight to his Preaching and Mi- 


« niſtry; yet the Hiſtory of them - no 
= bi” 
f 


[16] 
3 Par- of his Goſpel *. What 5 ks. 
mean by ſaying, that theſe F acts, or the 
Hiſtory of them, are 20 Parts of Chriſt's 
Goſpel? He anſwers — * They are no 


Parts of his Miſſion. But this is falla- 
« cjous and impertinent. For who was 


ever ſo weak as to ſay, or to think, that 


the Miracles of Chriſt were, or could be, 
a Part of his Miſion. They were the 
Evidence of his Miſſion, if they were 
any thing; and our Author allows that 


« they may be offered as ſuch, when 
e well atteſted,” But does he grant that 


they are well atteſted; or that, ſuppoſing 
them well atteſted, they may concluf rvely, 


be offered as an Keidencr of the divine 


Miſſion of Chriff? No ſuch Thing. He 
tells you (as you have ſeen) that theſe. 


are Points hide his Purpoſe; and the 


whole Turn of his Language upon this 


Subject betrays the Unbeliever. A LON 
TRAIN of Miracles — this has the Air 
of a Sneer — according to the Account 
given in Hiſtory — HEN well atteſted — 


they may be OFFERED as Evidence — - 
Is this the Language of a Man perſuaded 


of theſe Things? If you can yet doubt, 
remember that he hath expreſsly warned 
* chat he will not make e _ 


. 3. 5 
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foley which amounts to little leſs than 
7 telling you he does not believe one Word 
of them, — But what then does he mean 
when he talks of Cbriſt's famping a 
b. 1 Diving CHARACTER upon his preach- 
Fr and Miniſtry, by the Power of his 
+ Miracles? Can Miracles, which were ne- 
ver wrought, or which if wrought, ate 
no Evidence of the Hand of Go \ amp 
sa a divine Character? Why no; but he 
4 1 L this ex Hy pot ben. ADMITTING 
they were really wrought as the Hiſtor 7 
A ſets forth, THEN they naturally tende. 
* not only to draw the Multitude about 
„ out Lord, but alfo to call in their At- 
g tention to what he had to offer to them. 
They are his own Words; and he gives 
you, at the fame Time, to underſtand, 
that the more Men confidered, the leſs 
bs I» eed they would have had of fuch Hel ps 
dds theſe, RT LEAST (fays he) this 
was likely to be the Caſe, with the LESS 
| 1 „ CONSIDERING: Part of our Species *. 
Theſe Things thus laid together, you will 
e plainly, that, when this Writer ex- 
cludes the Hiſtory of Chriſts Miracles, as 
given in the Ney Teſtament, from bein 
3 9 any Part of the Miſſton or the 7 
| Chrif; his Meaning is to ſay, that the 
Belief of it has r to ds with the 


FP. 52, 53. 
C Ssalva- 


5 
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Salvation of Men; as his Meaning con- 
ſtantly is in ſpeaking of other Matters by 
him repreſented to be of a like Nature 
It is no PART of the Goſpel of Chriſt, — 
and — it is what the savIx Mens Sous 
. #s not CONCERNED with, are familiarly 


uſed by him as equivalent Expreſſions (c). 


1 muſt therefore leave it to himſelf to 


explain what he means when he ſays, 


that the Miracles of Cbriſ are c ſecon- | 4 
_ « darily, and mediately concerned with 
s the Salvation of Mankind . He may 


mean, perhaps, that they may acciden- 


Tally be concerned with it, as they may 
ſerve to give the Doctrine of Chriſt Credit 


With thoſe who lay any Streſs upon them. 


This, I am certain, is all he can ſay con- 


ſiſtently with his avowed Principles. 


The Reſult is; That this Writer, in 
ſtead of the true Goſpel of Feſus Chrift, 
has given us a Scheme of Pure Dei im. 


| ( See Se#. 6. throughout. See alſo True Goſpel indi- 1 
| WY p. 20. where the three Expreſſions lye all together 


In one ſhort Paſſage. This (meaning St. Paul's Favice 
* to I imorhy, to drink no longer Water, &c .) I call the pri- 
vate Opinion of St. Paul.— The Caſe is the ſame in 
% many other Parts of the Writings or Letters of the 


tc the Salvation of Mankind at all intereſted in them; and 


* therefore I very ow exclude We 1 bow Parts 


mY of Chriſt's Goſpel.” 33 
4; Hug | 


ec Apoſtles, which are no Parts of Chrift's Miſpon, 9 4 - 


The true Goſpel, we all of us know, ſup- 


poſes the divine Miſſion of Chri/t; ſets 
forth Mankind as loſt by Sin, and ſaved 


by the Blood of Chriſi offered as a Pro- 
pitiation, on the Conditions of Faith (4) 
and true Repentance. This Writer, utter- 


= ly diſclaiming the Doctrine of a Media- 
tor, permits Faith in Chriſt's divine Miſ- 
ſion to thoſe who think they ſee Evidence 
enough to ſupport it; but grants Salvation 


to all who, receiving the natural Law up- 
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on its natural Evidence, ſhall make it the | 
Rule of their Conduct, whether they con- 


acer Chriſt as a Prophet or not, or ad- 
mit any one ſingle Law or Doctrine up- 


d) The Queſtion may here be aſked, How comes Faith 
to be a Condition of Salvation? Is not what this Writer 
ſays true, viz; That the Value of Faith ariſes from its Ex- 
feits? No doubt it is; for Faith without Works is dead, 
Jam. ii. 20. Suppoſe then the ſame Fruits; are they not 
equally valuable, whether with Faith or without Faith? 


lsanſwer, the Suppoſition is abſurd. For Faith diſcovering. 1 
"= new Relations, new Obligations, new Duties muſt extend 


the Moral Rule; and, by Conſequence, the Obedience of 


= Faith muſt be an Improvemens of the moral State of Man. 


This our Author has not attended to, and here lyes his 
great Miſtake. He perpetually ſuppoſes, that nothing is 
valuable in Man but moral Righteouſneſs, i. e. ſuch a Degree 


of it as is attainable by mere natural Light. But if this be 


valuable, (as no doubt it is) every Increaſe of it muſt be 
more valuable: And this is the true Uſe of Faith, to bring 


us nearer unto God; of whom, and of whoſe Goodneſs 


and Wiſdom in the Ways of his Providence, the more we 
know, the more we ſhall be like Lim, equal Care and Di- 
ligence always ſuppoſed. „ gs "> 


— 
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hi by Ny he denies "yn! i 
the Authority of Chriſt e Ax be a ſuffici-. 
ent Warrant for any Man's Faith or Pra- 

ctice; unleſs the Law or Doctrine recom- 
mended appears ſome way or other to be 
reaſonable from the Nature of the Things 
themſelves. What is this but the very 
Scheme advanced by the Author of Chri- 
ftianity as old as the Creation, and ſince 
eſp ouſed by the Moral Philoſopher? Our 
Auther therefore muſt not arrogate to 

| | himſelf the Credit of being an Inventor; | 

and as little Cauſe has he to boaſt of any 

| 

| 


Improvement that he hath made upon 
their Scheme. The Schemes are one and 
the ſame, without any Thing offered in 
| Support of it that is more convincing. 
| Give me Leave juſt to touch upon the 
| main Strokes of his Reaſoning. - 25 
His Notion, as you have ſeen, is, T hat 
| nothing but Obedience to the Natural 
Law (uch Obedience, that is, as we poor 
defective Creatures are qualified to pay) 
| zs neceſſary to Acceptance; ; nothing but 
Repentance neceſſary to Forgiveneſs: And 
for this he brings Chrif} himſelf as his 
Voucher. The moſt material Part of his 
| Proof 1 is taken from two Caſes mentioned 
| in the Goſpel, one Matt. xix. the other 
| Luut. x, where two Men coming to Chriſt, 
* e and aſking, what they muſt aa to obtain 


[Jorge 


L . 


eternal Aides ; our Saviour tells them, that 
they muſt keep the Commandments; which 
(a our Author) was referring them to 
the Natural Law, as that by which alone 
they muſt be ſaved *, But is this an 50 
= reſt Repreſentation af Fact? Did Chriſt. 
ever so lay the Salvation of Men upon 
the Obſervance: of the Natural Law, as 
to tell them that this and NoTHING ELSE 
was neceſſary? Look into one of theſe 
Caſes, and you will ſee the direct con- 
> trary, For when the young Man faid, 
All theſe Things have I kept from my 
Xx Wuth up, what lack I yet? our Saviour 
X anſwers (as St. Matthew. reports) Ip 
OU WILT BE PERFECT, go and 
, fell that thou haſt, and give to the Poor — 
and come and follow me: Or (as St. Mark 
has it, exactly to the ſame. Senſe) ons + 
TarinG THOU LACKEST, 90 thy 
May, ſell whatſever thou haſt, and give 
to the Poor — and come take up the Goſs, 
aud follow me, Mark x. 21, Why ſhould 
this Writer have fiifled this Part of the 
3 Hiſtory, but becauſe it looked him ſo full 
in the Face, that there was no ſtanding 
3 againſt it? HR repreſents it as Chriſt's 
Doctrine (becauſe it beſt ſuited his Pur- 
== * 6 to OR it) that Obedience to 


See Seat. 3. 


the 


is, or can be, wanting to qualify a Man 


be need of Repentance. MF 
* See my Diſcourſe on 1 2 P- 2 Gl * where 5 : 
| 5 Argument is more fully ha rand 3 


the Natural "oſt fo ppoſed, BY 2. 


Salvation. But on the contrary, our Sa- 


viour, in a Caſe where Obedience to the 


Natural Law is ſuppoſed, ſays that ſome- 


thing elſe was wanting, and that was 70 
become bis Diſcipie (e); which implies 
that ſomething there was, neceſſary in the 


Decree of — to qualify Men for 


Acceptance to eternal Life, and attainable 
by being Chriſt's Diſciple, which mere 
natural Rightcouſnef yielded not. What 


this was, our Saviour did not fay; but 
had this young Man followed Chri/t, he 


would have been taught it. He would 


have heard what the reſt of his Diſciples 
(no doubt often) heard, viz. That the 


(e) This is the preciſe State of the Caſe. For he was 


therefore to ſell all he had, that he might follow Chriſt. But 
to follow Chrift was his Duty no otherwiſe than in Con- 


ſequence of s Command; nor was Chriſ's Command 
of any Force, otherwiſe than as he was a Prophet ſent of 
God. In other Words, it was no natural Duty. Since 
therefore his not following Chriſt is the only Defe& al- 
ledged; it is manifeſt that the Caſe ſuppoſes u Defect as 
to natural Righteouſneſs. I do not mean that the Caſe 
ſuppoſes the Man to have been abſolutely without Sin, but, 
(as I have elſewhere. * explained it) that he was righteous 
in all human Perfection, and what this Author muſt allow 
to be & good moral Man. That Righteouſneſs which n E 
contends for as the only Ground of Salvation, does not 
ſuppoſe ſnleſs Perfection, becauſe it ſuppoſes there may 
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Son of Man was come to ſave that which 
was bift * to give his Life a RANSOM 
for many F— to ſhed his Blood for the 
Remi ſſion of Sins ||— to give his Fleſh for 
pe Life of the World 7. And he would 
| have been told withal, that if he believed 
not that Chri/ was the Perſon appointed 
of God to do all this, he ſhould (7) dye 
in his Sins, Joh. viii. 24. Theſe are our 
Saviour's own Declarations, as recorded 


this conſiſt with ſuppoſing that he laid 


** — 


I Matt xvii. 11. x 5 + —xx. 28. 1 i. 28. 


* 
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mT if Our Mader has cited this Paſſage, and makes the 
dy; following Remark upon it. By believing, it is evident 
: _ < Chriſt did not, neither could he mean a bare Aſſent to 
the Truth of this Propoſition, viz: That Feſtus is the Chrift, 
but he means by it, attending to that Meſſage which he 
vas Tent to deliver to the World, and the governing our 
Minds and Lives according to it.“ The Word bare has 
nothing to do here. His Meaning, and what he would 
have his Readers underſtand, is, that an Aſſent to this Pro- 
poſition that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is not at all neceſſary to 
conſtitute a true Chriſtian Faith, or to the Salvation of a 
Chriſtian. For he immediately ſubjoins, that * to believe 
in Chriſ is the fame as to believe the Goſpel,” 2. e. the 
Moral Doctrine taught by Chrift, which (in his Account) 
is the Goſpel, and the whole of it, as I have ſhewn above. 
The Abſurdity of this Notion of Faith might be pardon- 
ed in this Writer, who abounds in ſuch Rarities; but 
great is his Confidence in bringing a Text of Scripture to 
- vouch it, which ſpeaks the — — and that in the 
moſt expreſs Terms! Our Saviour ſays, Except ye believe 
_ #hat IAM HR, ye ſhall dye in your Sins. What does be- 
lieving that I am Hs ſignify, but believing that I am THE 
e the 


by the Evangeliſts: And how does al! 


this hold d gh of: Man's Salvation upon 
mere natural | Righteouſneſs?- Or with 
What Decency could this Writer aſfert, 
with reſpect to chat Doctrine, dix, That 
e Cbriſt hath, by his Suffering sand Death, 
made Jatis faction to 1 the Sins 
f the World,“ that Chrift DID NOT 
PREACH'TT * Preach it he did; but 
he did not preach it to all Perſons, on 
every Occaſion. His Inſtructions were 
ſuited (as they ought to have been) to 
the Condition N 3 of x 
with whom he converſed. The young. 
Man hadd a ſerious Concern for his ever- 
laſting Intereſt; and being wanting in no 
common Virtue. Him Cbriſt calls to be his 
Diſeiple, and to learn of him what was 
farther 3" Suid The Lauper, who. 
"aſked the ſame Queſtion, came with no 
Lapel Mind, but (as the Hiſtory. ſays) 
enpking Cbriſi; that is, making Trial of 
bis Wiſdom, by moving perverſe Que= 
ſtions. Him therefore Chriſt ſends away 


vb learn Me firſt Leſſon * | ml then un 
is 000 For this: was our Parton, laft auler G Ta9v . 

and do likewiſe. If he could have anſwered as the you 

Man anſwered, All this have I DONE 3, he ſhould have — 
. Life: But he muſt have had it in the Way that God had 
appointed, viz, by Faith in Chriſt. Our Saviour would 
Dave ſaid, as in the other Cale, Ons "OT thou lackeft— | 


For row ME. 
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= 25 = | 
Fend to de informed hes an? 
© thing was farther neceſfary or not. He] 
N dogg is to. take an Eftimate of 
is Doctrine from fack incidental 
ee as theſe] which can never 
be learn't, but by viewing the general 
Scope and Tendeney of the TR and 
— the oral Parts of it toges 


{I Abe Truth of the Caſs is; That when 

= moral Righteouſneſs 3 is fpoken of as the 

Means of Salvation, without mention of 
any thing elfe; fuch Paſſages are never to 
be: u — — as excla/ive of the Grace 
of God in Cbrif, büt as bearing that Ne. 
lation or Reference to it, which the ge- 
nerat Purport of the Goſpel ſets forth. 
Thoſe who are already the Diſciples of 

Ubriſ, are ſuppoſed to be under the 
Grace of the Goſpel; and to theſe ſueh 
Speeches ſhew what is neceſſary to render 
the Sacrifice of Christ — * 4 on their 
Behalf, To thoſe who are not the Dif- 
ciples of Chriſt, fuch Speeches are meant 
to ſhew what is heceffary to qualify them 
to come to the Goſpel ; by the Aid of 
which the Defects KY RT Righteouſ- 
neſs (for defective it is in the very beſt. of 
us) muſt be perſected. This is a Point ſo 
clear, and ſo well underſtood, that 1 
ſhould not have mentioned it to you, had 


TY. 
'It not been neceſſary to ſhew upon how 
weak and rotten a Foundation this Au- 
- thor's- Scheme is built. — But hat, no 
A4oubt, in whieh he placeth his main Con- 
fidence, though in the Structure and Or- 
der of his Diſcourſe he gives it not the 
flirt Place, is his RE As Oo NIN G upon the 
Caſe; the Tendency of which is to-ſhew, 
that the Doctrine of a Mediator recon- 
ciling us to God, by offering himſelf as 
a a Sacrifice for Sin, is a Contradiction to 
the Nature of Things. In this Part of 1 
the Work, he ſometimes ſtates: the Do; 
ctrine (h) wrong, and then argues againſt 


his own Miſtakes or Miſrepreſentations. 


Ro 
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) As when he ſays (p. 152 ) that the Sufferings of 
* the Innocent could not poſſibly be a Satisfaction to Ju- 
A ſtice for the Faults of the Guilty; becauſe as far as Ju- 
© *©' tice comes into the Caſe, it requires that the Sabjec 
e in which the Fault is, in. that ſame Subject the Paniſh- 
* ment ſhould be alſo-— ſo that if God had puniſhed the 
* Innocent for the Faults of the Guilty, — this would =X 
have been unjuſt.” This Argument goes upon the Pre- 
ſumption, that the Doctrine of Chriſi's Satisfaction ſup- 
poſes that Chrif (the innocent) was puniſhed for the 
Faults of Man (the guilty) as when a Son, for Inſtance, 
is hanged for the Father's Treaſon. But this is not the 
Caſe. For the Sufferings of Chrift were not properly a 
Puniſhment, but an Humiliation voluntarily undertaken and 
ſubmitted to, as a previous Step, without which (for 
ſome Reaſons of Providence) God, as the wiſe and 
righteous Governor of the World, did not think it meet 
to accept of repenting Sinners. This is a different Thing, 
eaſy enough to be underſtood, though the Reaſons of 
God's Providence, in this Caſe, may not fully be under- 
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The Amount of what he has ſaid fo the 
Point, is this: That Man is approved 
« of God only for his own perſonal Qua- 


cc Iifications; a. That, « the Sufferings, 


« Righteouſneſs, and Interceſſion of Chriſt, 
ce make no Man in himſelf either better 


7 4 « Or worſe: 4 Whence he infers, « That | 
0 they can avail nothing to his Salva- 
„ tion *. The Premiſes are readily ad- 


mitted, but the Concluſion wants ſome 
= Medium to connect it; which can be no 


bother than this, That in diſpenſing the 
Rewards of a Life to come, God cannot 


have, or ought not to have, Regard to 


| any thing but the perſonal Qualifications 
of Men; or, that the Meaſure of his Pro- 
vidence in this Reſpect, and of his Ap- 

7 probation, muſt neceſſarily be one and the 


XZ fame: Which is a Propofition by him in- 


däeed (i) ſuppoſed, but not proved; and. 


9 Sect. 14. throughout, and Sect 16. to p. 1 55. To ; 
i) The Reader will be ſenſible that this is the true State 


pof the Caſe from the following Paſſage, p. 118. The 
» © right Behaviour and Sufferings of Criſt have no more 
Connexion with, nor Relation to any other Perſon, ſo 
= * as to be a Ground or Reaſon for God to ſhew Favour or - 


© Kindneſs to that other Perſon, than' Colour has to Sund 
Why ſo? It followys. The right Behaviour and the Suf-— 


| * ferings of Chriſt rendered him perſonally valuable, and as 


8 ; | © ſuch he hereby became perſonally pleaſing to his Father; 


© bur then they could not do ſo by any other Perſon, be- 


* cauſe they were no ways, nor in any Senſe, his, nor 


doe any Relation to him; and becauſe every other Pers 
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Ont 


able, 
15 vader: This mult reſult from his per- 


der ſuch or ſucf 
from 2 Variety of Conſiderations ; as we 
ke in other Inſtances which every one 


per fectiy 
ves 

reforms; the TR may @pprove him 0 
preformed, 43 well 
 Chitdren who never offended him: Les 
there may be Reaſons of Prudence to de- 
termine him not to 
ſame Rank, as to outward Circumſtances, 


| ny udes, that the Suffering of Ghrift could not poſſibly 


a8]. 
hed, I conceive, Je will eter ble 


fo prove. God's Approbation is his Tudg- 
of a Man, conſidered as. conform- 


dr Rot conformable to the Law he 


Qualifgcations, and can ariſe from 
nothing elle. But the Reaſons determi- 
> God to eg! ſo or ib, by Perſons un- 
 Qualificatians, may ariſe 


well underſtands. If a Son he- 
ill to bis Father, and afterwards 


as any Other of hig 


place him in the 


per to ſhew him any Mark of his Favour, 


* ſon continued che ſame 25 to his perſonal Valuableneſs or 


Ye agreeablencſs, and conſeguently was the fame Object 
divige Approbation or Diſlile, afterthe right Behaviour 
« and Suing: of Chriſt, as before; ſo that the good 
6 Works or Sufferings of Chriſt cs not poſſibly make 
e any Alteration in the Caſe,” The Argument, you ſee, 


e any. Alteration in the State of Man, as to God's ſhew- 
jo him Favour and Kindneſs, Because they could not poſ- 
ly make apy Alteration in his perſonal os ons 
hor in the Approbation or Diflike which ariſes from th 
which ſup es, that the Reaſons of God's ſhewing » 
vour, and of his Wolfer muſt perfectly coiacide. 
But this, 1 fay, is a opolition that wants Proof. 


wi ith- 


89 * 7 8 


5 


out the Interceſſion of 1 power- 
ful Friend. T his Example may not fully 
reach the Caſe, and it may be. i imp oflible to 
find any that will: But it is ee gi 
ſhew il that I intend to ſhew, andall that 
is neceſſary to be ſhewn, viz, That the 
Meaſure of God's Approbation, and of 
bis Providence in ſhewing Kindneſs, may 
be diſtinct Things; and Saba that 
= the Sufferings, Righteouſneſs, and lone. 
XZ ceffion of Ghrifl, may have a Relation to 
7 the one, though they have no Relation to 
the other. We are Ka to ſhe the Rea- 
ſons why God onght to have required the 
Sacrifice of his Son, as the Ground-work 


LY of our Reconciliation z which would be 


1 q 2 : a ( #) bold. Attem Pt. But it lies upon 


(Y Divines, in desting upon this Subject, uſually fay, 
_ that God required the Sacrifice of his Son, to ſhew his 


arm and Abhorrence of Sin. That it hath a Propriety, and 


may be an wſeſul Leſſon to us, in this reſpect, is viſible, 
and this is the fartheft that we can go. But that we ſee 
do the Bortam of this Thing, or that this was the only, or 
even the principhl 8 * will not preſume to ſay; 
becauſe, as we know (p rhaps) but a very inconſic e 
rable Part of the Sy Ren of rovidence, there may be 
other Reaſons, of Which we can frame no Conception. 
This Writer is of Opinion, that God would more ef- 
fettoally have ſhewn his Diſlike to Sin, © if he had fingled 
© out ſome one or more of the vileſt of our Species, and 
Le aid ſome heavy Afflictions upon them, and had done it 
in ſuch a Way, as that it might have appeared plainly to 
all to be his Hand, and that it was laid upon them as a 
Wa N for their Sins * 1 Which is * yy 
1545 
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_ 30 5 1 
thoſe who fay that this Method of Pro- 5 
vidence is contrary to the Nature of | 
Things, to ſhew that there can be no 
ſuch Reaſons; which it would be moſt 
unſufferable omg; nga fo much as to 
think of. | 
It would have bekfoved this Kun to 
have conſidered (as it concerns all of us 
well to conſider) what Foundation there 
is left us upon his Scheme, whereon to 
build the Certainty of our Salvation. The 
Notion-of a Mediator, he ſays, is abſurd: 
That we are Sinners before God, he diſ- 
putes not, nor is it poſſible to be diſpu- 
ted. There is therefore but one Thing 
left for him, and for all of us to depend 
upon, which is, That God will pardon 
and ſave ſinful Men, merely and abſolute- | 


Rrangely.. The olin Queſtion i is, How ſhall God new 

Mercy in forgiving, s o, as moſt effectually to declare his 

Juſtice? By accepting the Sinner merely upon his Repen- 
tance; or by requiring alſo the Office of a Mediator? 
And a Queſtion it is, not hard to anſwer. For, in com- 
mon Eitimation, the Diſlike to Sin appears by the Diff- 
culty in forgiving, and this again bears Proportion. to the 
Value of the Conſideration required. Now it is won 

to require the Offices of a Mediator, than bare Repen- 

2nce; and the higher i in Dignity the Mediator is, and the 
more he is obliged to do to ſave, the greater will be the 
Value of his Mediation. Had God puniſhed ſome one or 
more of the vileſt of our Species, for their own Sins, and 
let the reſt go Anpuniſhed (which is what Mr. Chubb likes 
| beſt) this would haye had the Appearance of , 
an. Reſpect of Perſons, rather chan of Juſtice. 


4 | . 


y upon their Repentance; and this is 

2X what he all along ſuppoſes. But how does 
he know this? Why, he tells us it is 
| Chriffs Doctrine. Very well; Will he 
ſtand by the Authority of Chriſt? If he 
will, we join Iſſue with him; and if he 
will but look to the very Paſſage. he has 
cited * from the New Teſtament, he will 
find that it plainly refers to Chriſt as ME- 
| DIATOR. Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
was to be preached among all Nations; 
1 but it was to be IN HIS NAME; +2. e. (as 
II take Leave to interpret) in, by, or through 
bim. — But ſurely! it is very impertinent 
in this Author to refer himſelf to Chriſt's 
Authority in this Caſe; when he hath fo 
roundly aſſerted, that even a Declaration 
from Heaven proves nothing that is not 
other wiſe apparent from the Nature and 

EKReaſon of Things. The Certainty of 
this Point therefore muſt ſtand upon na- 
tural Principles, or it will ſtand upon 
nothing: And has he proved it from na- 
tural Principles? No, nor ſo much as at- 
tempted it (/).- But this is an eſſential 
Cl! ß 
3 Ki (7) He refers indeed (p. 150) to a Diſcourſe of his, 
EF © innituled, The Equity and Reaſonableneis of the Di- 
vine Conduct in pardoning Sinners upon their Repen- 
t tance, Cc.“ I have not ſeen that Diſcourſe, bur I 
bave ſeen what has been written by abler Maſters, and 
4 all that I have found comes to no more than mere Pre- 
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Heſekt, and tnhinges bis whote Sehente N. 
We cannbt prove (in this way of bed 
that God: will pardon Sinners merely an 
abſolutely üpon ef ite ce, other- 
wiſe than by ſhewing, that; in Confequence 
of ſome known Attribute, or Perfection 
of his Nature, it hehoves ‚him to do it. If 
we could come at ſuch Certainty. as chis, 
the Queſtion would be decided: The 
Notion of a Mediator could not ſtand, 
But if this is ut certai (and certain, I 
think, it cannot be) there will de Room 
for a Mediator; and all our Afazance of 
Salvation muſt come from the Goſpel; 
which. whoever takes from ts, takes from 
us our /afe Anchor, and leaves us to flus 
Qtuats in incurable Scepticiſim. 
I have given you, Reverend Brethren, 
my Fhoughts upon this Perforinance ; in 
which, I flatter myſelf, I have the Con- 
currence of your ſober Judgments. It is a 
of Derm, with xoTuInNG to fup- 
port it. But as all Readers may not be 
able to ſee the Difference between Rea- 
well, and talking with great Po- 
fitiveneſs; I aſſure myſelf that you will 
not be wanting in. your diligent Endea- 


Famprions, or poſitive Aſſertions. I ſuppoſe that Mr. 
Chubbs Reafonings may come to juſt as much; for it is 
15 — of the * impoffible that they can go 


JJ ” 


1 Jene to: 55 ve 2the pro per Cautions, Where 

ever. Hou ſhall find within your reſpective. | | 
Curfes, that the Book is likely to make | 
== any evil Impreſfions upon well-meaning | 

=X Perſons. It ſhould be enough, one would 

think, to ſatisfy any one of the Author's 

real Intention, only to obſerve; to hith, 

in what ſort he treats the holy Scri ptures, 

the only authentic Evidence of the Go-, 

| ſpel, which we have left us; which he 

conſiders not as written under the Dire | 
Aion of the infallible Spirit of God, (for fo 
this he expreſsly * denies) but as Books M 
of mere human Compoſition, full of the 

Private Notions and Opinions of thoſe. 

who wrote them. Can any one who. 

reads this, believe the Man to be a Chri- 

W tian? Did not Chriſt expreſsly tell his 

14 poſtles, That he Holy Ghoſt, whom the. 

"mM Father would ſend in He Name, ſhould, 

teach them all Things? And did not the 9 
1 Holy Ghoſt alſo bear Witneſs of his Pow-. LN 
er and Preſence with them, by the Mi- 

"WF racles which he wrought by their Hands? 

If the Scriptures had faid nothing. at all 

of this, or had this Writer given any Ar- 

nn guments to deſtroy the Authority of theſe 

Books, he might have deſerved our At- 

X tention: But as nothing of this is done, 1 

1 think verily, that every Ce le a 
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* 34 * 1 
plain and aa Queſtion before bim; for 
it comes only to this, Which are we to 
believe, the Bible, or Mr. Chubb? 
One Thing there is above all others, 
that Chriſtians ſhould never be ſuffered to 
forget, and which thoſe among them who 
are ſerious will not want to be told, vis. 
That the Salvation offered by the Gol] pel, 
gives no Encouragement to a wicked Life. 
The Goſpel is the Call of God upon Sin- 
ners to repent; which is the expreſs Con- 
dition of our Acceptance. This our Au- 
thor hath fully ſet forth; and yet he talks 
of Salvo for Sinners; ſomething to help 
Men out at a dead Lift; ſomething to of- 
fer to God 1nsTEAD of Repentance *. 
What is this Salvo? This ſomething that 
is to ſerve. inſtead of Repentance? Why 
it is the Article of Chriſt's Satisfaction; 
which he tells us, more than once, tends 
to SUBVERT the Goſpel . But how 
ſo? He anſwers; « If Perſons can be 
<« prevailed upon to believe that Men are 
te rendered acceptable. to God — N or on 
« the Account of their being in them- 
« ſelves ſuitable and proper Objects, B ur 
« ONLY on the Account of the SuF 
FE RINGS - of Chriſt; — there can- 
« not appear any Neceflity for them to 
« become perſonally valuable in them- 
e ſelves, by a right Behaviour, and by 


® Þ. 95. + P. 37. 120. 
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3 Thing as this Writer bee repreſents it. 
What nE would have us to underſtand, 
zs, That this Doctrine lays the Salvation 
of Men, Nor upon their own perfonal 
OQualifications, BUT oNLY upon the 
© Sufferings of Chrift, that is so upon the 
ene, as to EXCLUDE the orher. But the 
1 Truth: 18, that our Salvation is concerned 
in 30th. In our own perſonal Righteouſ- 
XF 22, as that without which we can have 
no Share in the Benefits of Chrif's Death: 
"RT In the Suferings of Chriſt; as that with- | 
out which our perſonal Righteouſneſs (be- 
cauſe defective) would not have been ac- 
1 cepted as ſufficient to entitle us to Salva- 
tion. This is the true Senſe of the Do- 
Arine, as delivered in Scripture: Which 
if this Writer ſaw, he has a great deal 
to anſwer for: If he could not ſee it, he 
bas ſhewn bimſelf to be a very unfit Per- 
"XZ fon for the Work he hath undertaken, 
EL But conſider the Thing in this Light, and 
vou will find that the Doctrine of our 
ERNedemption by Chriſt, is ſo far from diſ- 
charging us from the Obligations of Na- 
IX tural Religion, that it binds them the 
ſtronger and the faſter upon us. So 
St. TOW reaſons. Ye are not your 0407, 


P. 144, 143. 
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God in your 2 rr in 
ich are Godz, 1 Cor. vi. 1 
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A Jol. Spirit,: 


== 19. Fo the ſame. Purpoſe,: St. Peter; 
ji 8 

| etd-up.7he 'Loins of your. Mind, and be 4 
fl Nt aber. The * Reaſon follows; FoRAS- 
V H 45 ye know. that e were not re- 
—_ WD =; with corruptible 1 hings, as Silver 
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2 ad Gold, from your vain Converſation— 
3 but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, &c. 
1 Peg, i. 12. The Intereſt which Chrit 
5 has in us, as haying ſaved us. by his Blood, 
$I and that which he would have had upon 
8 the Foot of a mere Teacher; is as diffe- 


* 


. rent as that which a Man ip: 1 } is. Fel- 
|. 2 rvant, to hom, in Ot 


2 their commpn- ore 
neficial, and the Slave which he 1 


we 58 With his Money. Judge then who they 
. 85 . | are that eee and take off the perſua- 
ſi RR” ' Influence of the Goſpel; they who 
if 4 = admit the Attonement of Chriſt into their 
Ia Divinity, or they who throw it out; and 
F 'W what great Cauſe St. Paul had to tay, Do 


Werden MAKE vol Derbe Lau 2 
„ ait eg, WEESTABLISH the Law, 
LE 4 EF 1 are Leer) Yong I . 1 bf Bock. 
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